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Why do we do this?

I want my teaching to…
– convey useful information, 

especially how to find useful 
information.

– cultivate lasting curiosity.
– build community rapport.



What about YOU?



Four Practical Tips:



Four practical tips:
Find, and steal, good ideas
Harness the power of psychology
Supply useful tools
Set a good example



1. Find, and steal, good ideas



1. Find, and steal, good ideas
Use the UA resources available: 
TFSC, uark.tips.edu, QWC, 
Teaching Camp, luncheons, 
Baum workshop, etc.
Participate in a teaching panel at 
conference.
Surround yourself with 
supportive colleagues.
Let ideas marinate; try ONE.



2. Harness the power of psychology



2. Harness the power of psychology
Use students’ names

- “Silver lining” alert!





2. Harness the power of psychology
Use students’ names

- UAconnect photo roster









Home Town

Major

Year in School

Related Courses

Why this course?



2. Harness the power of psychology
Use students’ names
Be ready to “grant” requests

- anticipate a study guide/session
- anticipate moving ONE deadline







3. Supply useful tools
Syllabus: clear, accurate, thorough!





3. Supply useful tools
Syllabus: clear, accurate, thorough! 
Include it ALL: 

readings
exam dates
exam format(s) 
assignment instructions
assignment due dates
assignment rubrics





3. Supply useful tools
Syllabus: clear, accurate, thorough!

- Triple check dates
- Post it to Bb AND email to all
- Reference it regularly!
- Leave yourself a time capsule







3. Supply useful tools
Syllabus: clear, accurate, thorough!
Break big assignments into small

parts



Key Research Paper Dates:

• A 1 paragraph (typed) description of your topic –

including a clearly-identified one-sentence 

research  question – is due on or before Thursday, 

Feb. 11th (25 pts).

• An annotated bibliography (typed, formatted) is 

due on or before Thursday, March 17th (25 pts).

• The final paper (1 paper and one emailed copy) is 

due on or before Tuesday, April 19th (150 pts).



3. Supply useful tools
Syllabus: clear, accurate, thorough!
Break big assignments into small

parts
Provide examples of successful 

assignments





4. Set a good example
Model courtesy – even kindness 

and fun!





4. Set a good example
Model courtesy – even kindness  

and fun!
Model curiosity.





4. Set a good example.
Model courtesy – even kindness 

and fun
Model curiosity.
Be like Toto.





Recap:
Find, and steal, good ideas
Harness the power of psychology
Supply useful tools
Set a good example



Recap:

So, what can you use?

List a take-away….



Welcome to the 
University of 

Arkansas!
parry@uark.edu
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